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A European context



Degradation of European 
Landscapes



Ecological integrity of 
protected areas in Europe

Based on a quick scan (2021)

Ia – Strict Nature Reserve
Ib – Wilderness Area
II – National Park
III – Natural Monument
IV – Habitat/Species Management Area
V – Protected Landscape
VI – Managed Resource Protected Area

29,081 sites
621,044 km2 

(62,1 million hectares)



• 2020: 4 of 5 Europeans live in 
urban areas

• 18-25 million ha farmland left 
abandoned until 2035 (EU)

• For Europe: 46,1 million ha 
permanently abandoned

• Main drivers: young people 
leaving, demographics, 
marginal economy (despite 
subsidies)

Rural depopulation



European landscapes without 
large herbivores - for the first 
time in a long history



Impact on biodiversity: a digital landscape



Classical nature management in Europe









Rewilding:
A paradigm shift in thinking



Neil Birnie, Frans Schepers, 
Wouter Helmer, Staffan Widstrand 











EU Nature Restoration Law

• EU’s first continent-wide legislation or long-
term recovery of nature

• Legally binding targets for EU member states
• Aiming to restore 20% of the EU’s degraded

ecosystems by 2030 and all ecosystems in 
need of restoration by 2050

• Member states to develop ambitious
National Restoration Plans by end of 2026



Toni Lobett



Rewilding Europe

• Offering Natural Solutions
• Letting Nature Lead
• Complementary Conservation
• Providing Hope and Purpose
• Thinking Creatively
• Working at Nature’s Scale
• Acting in Context
• Long-term Focus
• Building Nature-based Economies
• Knowledge Exchange
• Working Together

11 Principles of Rewilding



Iconic European Rewilding Landscapes



Our rewilding landscapes

• Currently 11 (->15) landscapes, 13 
countries

• Each at least 200,000 hectares, 
part of larger ecoregions

• Total surface 6,5 million hectares
• Each focusing on specific themes
• Locally anchored and led by

dedicated rewilding entities
• Many protected areas included



• Restoring waterscapes and 
riverine forests

• Restoring reindeer migration 
routes along major rivers 

      (blue-green corridors)
• Supporting Sami communities
• Promoting co-existence with 

wildlife

NORDIC TAIGA
Sweden 



SOUTHERN
CARPATHIANS - 
Romania 

• Reintroduction European bison 
(15 -> 250 animals 2014-2026)

• Recovery of a forest landscape, 
natural grazing

• Griffon vulture (planned 2026) – 
restoring trophic networks

• Nature –based economy & local 
culture





Wilder Nature





2050 large herbivores 
released grazing on
350,000 hectares of land



37,500 ha of wetlands restored
in the Danube Delta, Ukraine



Wildlife Comeback





• Launched in 2022, scaling up 
reintroductions and population 
reinforcements of keystone wildlife 
species

• Since start, 75 applications, 59 supported, 
15 species involved, 13 countries

• In 2025, 23 applications backed, 19 species 
in 9 countries

• From bark beetle to European bison, from 
sturgeon to lynx, from wildcat to eagles 
and vultures

• So far 6 million euros secured, big 
potential or further growth

EWCF applications accepted since September 2022.
Larger dots represent 2+ applications in the same area. Darker shades represent more EWCF applications within the country.

European Wildlife Comeback Fund (EWCF)



250 European bison roaming
free in Southern Carpathians



Restoring the ‘Circle of Life’

• Interactions between 
carnivores, herbivores and 
scavengers are 
fundamental for functional 
and healthy ecosystems

• Carrion provides life to 
many species of all sizes

• Largely missing from 
European landscapes





Nature for People





Visit WilderPlaces.com





Building 
Engagement







Scaling up



Leading organisations joining forces to scale up 
practical rewilding across Europe (Vienna, 2023)

Working together for a wilder Europe



WILDER PARKS

• 10 frontrunner 
parks starting
their rewilding 
journey

• Add another 10 
parks before 2030

• Scaling up e.g. 
through
EUROPARC 
Federation





https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/38203513-8f40-467e-a5d4-b1adee2b6101/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/38203513-8f40-467e-a5d4-b1adee2b6101/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


• A dynamic, growing movement across Europe
• 11 rewilding landscapes operational, 
     1 start up, 1 new nomination
• European Rewilding Network > 115 members in 

>30 countries
• 1000 members of European Young Rewilders
• 12 grassroots rewilding organisations set up
• Wide-scale application of rewilding tools, 

principles and models
• Myriad of results, real impact starting to show
• Moving towards rewilding becoming a 

mainstream approach to nature recovery

Where are we now?



Main lessons learnt





Lasting 
Impact



Main lessons learnt & challenges (1)

• Importance of a strong vision – thinking big, long 
term and aiming at systems change

• Rewilding principles: applicable in all contexts – 
there are no blueprints or silver bullets!

• Dealing with shifting baseline syndrome (what 
could wild nature in Europe look like?)

• Start working with early adopters and build 
coalition of the willing (20-60-20 rule)

• Differentiate between results and real impact



Main lessons learnt & challenges (2)

• Balancing demonstration and upscaling

• Dealing with growth: 

o From a start up to a scale up

o Staying lean and mean

o How to keep our DNA

• Governance & management becoming more demanding

• Learning from and being inspired by peer initiatives

• Building financial sustainability in a ‘growing market’



Belvalle Estate



See our
Annual Review 2025

(coming soon)

www.rewildingeurope.com
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